v i P R E F A C E. 

The cafe is the fame with refpedt to principles and forms of govern . 
ment, or to what are called conftitutions and the parts of which they are 
compofed. 

It is for the good of nations, and not for the emolument or aggrandize- 
ment of particular individuals, that government ought to be cftabliflied, 
and that mankind are at the expcnce of fupporting it. The defedts of 
every government and conftitution, both as to principle and form muft, 
*n a parity of reafoning, be as open to difeufiion as the defedts of a law, 
and it is a duty which every man owes to fociety to point them out. When 
thofe defers, and the means of remedying them are generally feen by a 
nation, that nation will reform its government or its conftitution in the 
♦mecafe, as the government repealed or reformed the law in the other. 
'The operation of government is reftridted to the making and the admi- 
niftering of laws ; but it is to a nation that the right of forming or re- 
forming, generating or regenerating conftitutions and governments be- 
long; and confequently thofe fubjedts, as fubjedts of inveftigation, art 
always before a country a matter of right , and cannot, without invading 

the general rights of that country, be made fubjedts for profecutiori. On 
this ground I will meet Mr. Burke whenever he pleale. It is better that 
the whole argument lhculd come out, than to feck to ftifle it. It was 
himielf thatf opened the controverly, and he ought not to delcrt it. 

I do net believe that monarchy and ariftocracy will continue Teven 
years longer in any of the enlightened countries in Europe. If better 
reafons esn be ftiewn for them than againft them, they will ftand ; if the 
contrary, they will not. Mankind are not now to be told they ihall not 
think, or they fhall not read ; and publications that go no farther than 
to inveftigate principles of government, to invite men to reafon and to 
refledt, and to fhew the errors and excellencies of different fyftems, have 
a right to appear**. If they do not excite attention, they are not worth 
the trouble of a profccuticn ; and if they do, the profecution will amount 
to nothing, fince it cannot amount to a prohibition of reading. This 
would be a fentence on the public, inftead of the author, and would 
alio be the moft effedtual mode of making or haftening revolutions. 

On all cafes that apply univcrlally to a nation, with refpedt to fyftems 
of government, a jury of twelve men is not competent to decide. Where 
there are no witneftes to be examined, no fadts to be proved, and where 
the whole matter is before the whole public, and the merits or demerits 
of it refting Gn their opinion ; and where there is nothing to be known in 
a court, but what every body knows out of it, every twelve men is 
equally as good a jury as the other, and would moft probably reverfe each 
other's verdidt ; or from the variety of their opinions, not be able t © 
form one. It is one cate, whether a nation approve a work, or a plan ; 
but is quite another cafe, whether it will commit to any fuch jury the 
power of determining whether that nation have a right to, or fhall re- 
form its government, or not. I mention thofe cafes, that Mr. Burke 
may fee I have not written on Government without refledting on what 
is Law, as well as on what are Rights. — The only effedtual jury in fuch 
cafes would be, a contention of the whole nation fairly eledted ; for in 
all fuch cafes the whole nation is the vicinage. If Mr. Burke will pro- 
pole fuch a jury, I will wave all privileges of being the citizen of any 
other country, and, defending its principles, abide the lSuef provided 
he will do the fame ; for my opinion is, that his work and his principles 
would be condemned inftead of mine. 

As to the prejudices which men have from education and habit, in 
favour' of any particular form or fyftem of government, thofe prejudices 
have yett q ftand the teft of reafon and reftedtion. In fadt, fuch pre- 
judices 
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judices are nothing. No man is prejudiced in favour of a thing, know- 
ing it to be wrong,. He is attached to it on the belief of its being right ; 
and when he fees it is not fo, the prejudice will be gone We have but 
adefedtive idea of what prejudice is. It might be faid, that until men 
think for themfelves the whole is prejudice, and not opinion ; for that 
only isopinion which is therefult of reafon and refiedtion. I offer this 
remark, that Mr. Burke may not confide too much in what has been the 
cuftomary prejudices of the country. 

I do not believe that the people of England have ever been fairly and 
candidly dealt by. They have been impofed upon by parties, and by 
men alfuming the charadter of leaders. It is time that the nation Ihould 
rife above thofe trifles. It is time to difmifs that inattention which has 
fo long been the encouraging caufc of ftretching taxation to excefs. It 
is time to difmils all thofe fongs and toafts which are calculated to en- 
fhve, and operate to fuffocate refiedtion. On all fuch fubjedts men have 
but to think, and they will neither adt wrong nor be milled. To fay 
that any people are not fit for freedom, is to make poverty their choice, 
and to fay they had rather be loaded wi£h taxes than not. If fuch a cafe 
could be proved, it would equally prove, that thofe who govern are not 
fit to govern them, for they are a part of the fame nation a'nafs. 

But admiting governments to be changed all over Europe :it certainly 
may be done without convullion or revenge. It is not worth making 
changes or revolutions, unlefs it be for fomc great national benefit ; and 
when this fhall appear to a nation, the danger will be, as in America 
and’ France, to thofe who op pofej and with this refledtion I clofe my 
Preface. 

THOMAS PAINE. 

London, Fab* 1795. 
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